Expression of the c-kit mRNA in human aortic endothelial cells.
We investigated the expression of the c-kit gene in human aortic endothelial cells. RT-PCR and Northern blot analyses showed that a human aortic endothelial cell line expressed mRNA specific for the c-kit gene. Furthermore, the addition of stem cell factor stimulated the cells to increase the amount of c-kit mRNA transcribed in response to its ligand. In situ hybridization also revealed that endothelial cells in vivo express the c-kit gene.